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An abstract
Research title : An investigation and Study of Local Wisdom in Laos Folktales in
Savannakhet.

This research is the investigation and Study of Local Wisdom in Lao
Folktales in Savannakhet.The objectives of this research are : 1) to compile and
document the exciting Lao folk tales in Savannakhet, 2) to study and analyze the
local wisdoms in Lao folketales relating to the way of life of the inhabitants in the
area,and 3) to modify the selected original folktales in to the form of children tales
and these children tales are to be utilized as the media of teaching for Lao
language,proverb,aphorism and witted saying,and folklore by students at
Savannakhet Teacher Training College and other educational institutions.

The process of this reseach is 1) to study and collect the related data and
information of folktales in Savannakhet. 2) to collect the oral traditionals in
Savannakhet through field work. 3) to arrange and classify all the collected
folktales 4) to transcribe the collected folktales into Laos language and translate
to Thai language. 5) to analyze the Lao folktales by the researcher and certified
by informants. 6) to select the appropriate folktales and prepare for children tales
publication.

The findings of this research were that there 147 Lao folktales in
Savannakhet which can be traditionally classified into 5 different categories
namely;myth,historic tale,wonder tale,humorous tale and animal tale. The
folktales can be classified into 11 categories by Stith Thomson classification
namely; fairy tale,novella,hero  tale,sage,explanatory  tale,myth,animal
tale,jest,religious tale and formula tale.

The local wisdoms found in these folktales are the wisdoms in
occupation,health  maintenance,social living,religious activities,supernatural
devotion,and art creation.The values of the folktales were found in the
gratitude,greedless,heroic,diligent,self-supporting,smart and ethical glorification
etc. The Lao people believe in ghost,divinity,and wishing request.They also
believe in snake, mermaid,powerful alien beast, supernatural, demon, astrology,
auspices,magic,and the most firmly belief is in Buddhism which they rely on.They
have been holding the family and society custom as well as merit making both in
the monastery and in their residences.

The knowledge are found in feminine teaching,Lao proverb,phrasal
expresson and else.



The Lao Folktales of Savannakhet may contain various deficiencies as
such : pullication, grammatical errors,various use of informal language,Organiza-
tion and categovization of the folktales,irrelevance between themes and content
of the tales,the thought of the tales and etc.It is hoped that the readers and the
persons who are more insightful about those Folktales may provide their kind
cooperation to our reseach team.All your comments for improving our Folktales
are welcome so that the content of our Folktales will be more and more perfect.

Savannakhet TTC,......ccooiiiiiiiiiieeee,

The reseach team
Mr.Sangthong Lathasing.....................

Mr.Sonekeo Ounphaseuth...................

Director
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Once up on the time
In the past time

On the past

In once time

On the past time
Thousands of years ago
Long,Long ago

From the past

Long time in the past
In a village

In a town

There was a family
Once in the past
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Lao Proverbs

1. mwsn 2fqndey |

1. Sometimes luck is blind !
( Even a blind man can hit the right spot )

2. g1l fugaiiv |

2. Take advange of an opportunity !
( If the blanch is ripe,you should eat on from that branch )
3.tudeusy upudsunas |
3. Beauty is only skin deep !
( A chicken is beautiful become of its feathers )

4. Suidiuw ohwzmeaduyy |

4. Money can not buy knowledge !
( A trayfull of money is worth less than a headfull of knowledge )
5. dantdicdiuene tooe ganldidiviumes tnolwosn |
5. Don’'t wish for others what you wouldn’t wish upon your self !
( If you want others to be damned,you will be damned )
6.nsonto Taww Janssouiu e |
6. Slow and steady wins the race !
( If you want to arrive quickly,crawl ) ( If you want to arrive late,run )
7. t8cwsd Y tdenonuang | thcuagny dautdciionuiSeu | thuuanidn
nudow wisuditiditing | tEwusdw wisuantinge |
7. A good wife is likes a jewel !
8.oyfincdeyn S3dacdivaucs gnaeucsoIdacsiuguiel |
8.Children should respect their parents !
( A mouse,which chews the loom,must please the cat )
( A child,which hangs on the back,must please his parents )
9.QulthwBafin guiclccIuiivcudy |
9.Maternal love is the greatest love of all !



( The goodness of a father is as big as the mountain )

( The goodness of a mother is as big as the sky and earth )
10.U9URzoYN sy | (waosy d1tddu | (Snfiy ge8éin | Badiay dasre |
(RuUaunIY éhémjm !

10. Enjoy things while you can !

( If you're enjoying yourself,don’t go to sleep )

( If your wife blomes you,don’t listen )

( when you cooking don't be lazy )

( Don’t be bashfull to enter the house )

( If you see a corpse,don’t think it's ugly )

11. Knowledge must be renewed to be retained !

( Food not eaten will spoil ) ( OId things not repeated will be forgetten)
12. §0&8u f9swrain, Unvin 3589, figar G91nuaso, nowinch 38y
!

12. Nobody’s perfect !

( Four legged animals can fall,wise men can forget things )

( The golden swan can get caught in the trap )

( The old buffalo may still fear the plaw )

13. Ulnngo tiwdose |

13. One bad apple (child) spoils the bunch (family) !

( One fish dies,and all the fish in the jar go rotten )

14. ancmuzﬁ olcnUA |

14. Like father,like son !

( Son replaces father,just as bamboo grow out of old stand )

15. Yncdia Wichgoue) |

15. Assistance must be completed to be appreciated !

16. tgu@oudss J1gaudds |

16. There is a right time for everything !

( Three month old chicken is old enough to kill )

( Three year old horse is old enough to ride )



17.gmwlivein vwnwiuges |

17. Act moderately,a void excess !

( If too tight it will break,if too loose it will be lost )

18. BuAH dtheuduy |

18. Beasting is never proof deeds !

( A barking dog never bites )

19. WBTUMIBIYUN ndmumdnicy |

19. A goo child comes from good parents !

( A good harvest,ask about the variety of rice )

( A good child,ask about rfather and mother )

20. (Hncdosudndmots vinsmusjuadiundtes |
20. The good thing in life come to late !

( When you old,you find tough grass )

( When you almost die,then you see soft grass )

21, toungedu tofuAndiutd |

21. Do things slowly and property !

( Speaking quickly will cause you to break your promises )
( Climding fast will cause you to fall out of the tree )

22. In1etdum It |

22. The easy path brings problems,work brings happiness !
( He who likes the easy ,finds the difficult )

( He who likes problems, finds success )

23. Anoyasyuesy Anoynacdduna !

23. A person is in fluenced by the quality of his friends !
24. 1198 Anaumdo | Sufivdleanta d1tdronsDim ge3dnwauud asy
f81tS | Hailenin thiygongeunUWiunds |

24. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush !

( Holding something is better than holding in to the air )
25. YN THAFY YN tatao |

25. Action speak louder the words !

( Support the hard worker, chase away the talkative )



26.5130100 §i9U371 TUAUSoUHA | Gmodioutu Wulinzanouey |

26. Wealth may bring you misfortune !

27 iEau I3 divetiat ﬁc%mc’ﬂuﬁﬁﬂ@mjac’ﬂucﬁu ! zgmz‘ﬁuﬁa'ﬂﬁ DedinF909
11199 @jﬂﬁ’jéﬂu,jﬂu !

27. Nobody loves you when you're damn and out !

( Give handouts and you'll meet you aunt )

( Don’t give handouts and your only aunt will be a stranger )
28.008300mn 3udidsta |

28. Nobody is in porible to a willing wind !

29. §ugpdiidie Sugndudtidids | uuaindds dediv |

29. Example is the greates teaches !

30.001U8Ndncdsuy tn i Jnorwsejudogzw |

30. Practice makes perfect !

( There is a will,there a way )

s1.cfBacfidiou minasténeuan | n0ILWEEE LR TN nowrSndiiu |
Hfioemin wnGiundeon |

31.Constant dripping wears a way stone !

32. PUKAOSU UimeU |
32. All that gliters is not
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( The moon eclipsed the sun) (title 1)
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21. (809: nuAudsy( Swou 2)
( The moon eclipsed the sun ) (title 2)
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( The goat and the wolf )
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( Born to be poor)
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( The old monk and the novice )
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( The more one needs,the less one get )
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( The ungrateful son)
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(The orphan and the spoiled turmeric )
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( The ants and Elephant )
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( A little monkey had a toothache )
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( The horse wanted to be a singer )
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( The hen and the farmer )
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( Nang Silavan )
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( The big evil-forest-spirit )
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( Miss teacher and the gorilla)
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( Mother and daughter with snake )
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( Thao Noy was bravery ) (The brave little boy)
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( The elephant and the woodpecker )
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( The elephant and the mole )
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( The tiger and the toad )
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( The greed caused a disaster )
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Curriculum Vitae
Name Mr.Sangthong Lathasing

1. Present Position : The teacher

2. Worke place : Savannakhet Teacher Training College

( SV.TTC )
3. Date of birth: 2 " January 1954
4. Religion : Buddhism

5. Education background : Bachelor of Teacher Education,
in Mathematic and Physics in 1988
-Certificated of the English for Covenment Officials Course, Module 3
( IELTS 4.0 ) SV.TTC 2002
6. Employment Record :
Teaching Physic sudject, Action Research sudject, Administration and
Project management suject
7. Experience :
-Participated Training workshop for the Teacher Trainers in 1996 in Lao
PDR
- Participated Training workshop for the Training Teacher Trainers in 1996
in Thailand
- Participated Training workshop for the Training Strengthening Primary
Science Teaching in 1998 at SEAMEO/RECSAM. Penang,Malaysia
-Has successfully participated attendance Profesional Development Program
for Trainers ( TTEST/EQIP 1l ) in 2004 in Lao PDR
- | have taught in Savannakhet Teacher Training College since 1980 until
now
8. Present Responsibilities :
Head of administration office and a teacher
9. Reference : Savannakhet Teacher Training College (SV.TTC)
Tel : 041 212 180, 041 213 667

Proverb: Practice makes perfect /
24 Jan 2011

Signature



Curriculum Vitae

Name and Last name : Mr.Sonekeo Ounpaseuth

1.Present Position : The teacher

2.Work place : Savannakhet Teacher Training College (SV.TTC)

3.Date of birth : 12 th August 1958

4.Religion : Buddhism

5.Educationed background :
Bachelor of Teacher Education Majered in Lao language and Literature in 1980

6.Employment Record : Teaching Lao language and Literlature

7.Experience : | have taught in Savannakhet Teacher Training College (SV.TTC)
since 1980 until now.
- Pedagogical Abviser for lower secondary school

8.Present Pesponsibilities : Head of Social Science office and a teacher
9.Reference : Savannakhet Teacher Training College (SV.TTC)
Tel : 041 212 180, 041 213 667
4. Proverb : Education is the source of knowledge,fortune depends on the
action /
24 Jan 2011

Signature
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